
 

 
Operators in Attendance at  
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Kurt Hankins 
Senior VP of  Menu Development 
Applebee’s International Inc. 

Scott White 
VP, HR Design & Services 
Applebee’s International Inc. 

Tim Koch 
Director of Purchasing 
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 

   
Jon Rogan 
Director of Research & Devel. 
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 

James Walker 
President 
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill 

Tom Norton 
Chief Human Resource Officer 
BJ’s Restaurants Inc. 

   
Karen Brennan 
Chief Marketing Officer 
Bravo Development 

Jane Binzak 
Executive Vice President 
Buffets Inc. 

Tanya Poirier 
Senior Area Director 
Buffets Inc. 

   
Robert Schwarz 
Director of Menu Development 
California Pizza Kitchen 

Heather Gardea 
Executive Chef 
Catalina Restaurant Group Inc. 

Doug Cook 
General Manager 
Cattlemen’s Restaurant 

   
C. Harold King 
Manager of Food & Product Safety 
Chick-fil-A 

Zack Kollias 
Senior VP International Operations 
Church’s Chicken 

Craig Moore 
President 
CiCi’s Pizza 

   
Kyle Smith 
Vice President of Operations 
CiCi’s Pizza 

Mark Augarten 
COO 
Claim Jumper Restaurants 

Robert Ott 
CEO 
Claim Jumper Restaurants 

   
Dan Smith 
VP of Systems & Standards 
Claim Jumper Restaurants 

Bill Story 
VP, Training & Development 
Claim Jumper Restaurants 

Ric Scicchitano 
VP of Food & Beverage 
Corner Bakery Café 

   
Jim Vinz 
President & COO 
Corner Bakery Café 

Julie Davis 
Corporate Comm. Dir. 
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store 

Bob Doyle 
VP, Product Dev. & Quality Assur. 
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store 

   
Barry Gutin 
President 
Cuba Libre Restaurant & Rum Bar 

Stacy Schulist 
Director of Marketing 
Cuba Libre Restaurant & Rum Bar 

Kim Lopdrup 
President, Red Lobster 
Darden Restaurants Inc. 

   
Bob Duncan 
Executive Creative Director 
Duncan/Channon 

Maurice Sabbagh Yotnegparin 
President 
Earthstone Oven 

Chad Thompson 
Senior Director of R&D 
Einstein Noah 

   
Jon Miller 
Director of Research & Dev. 
El Pollo Loco 

Gus Siade 
Director of Operations 
El Pollo Loco 

Julie Weeks 
El Pollo Loco 

   
Nick Schaefer 
Vice President of Development 
Extreme Pita 

Aslam Khah 
CEO 
Falcon Holdings LLC 

Elaine Patel 
Vice President of Marketing 
Fatburger 
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Jennifer Capler 
VP, Training & Development 
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 

Anand Gala 
President and CEO 
Gala Corporation 

Lex Nepomuceno 
Chief Marketing Officer 
Garlic Jim’s Famous Gourmet Pizza 

   
Dwayne Northrop 
Chairman and CEO 
Garlic Jim’s Famous Gourmet Pizza 

Mike Mason 
Director of Operations 
Gold Star Chili 

Philip Gay 
CEO 
Grill Concepts Inc. 

   
Terri Henry 
Vice President of Marketing 
Grill Concepts Inc. 

John Sola 
Senior VP of Culinary 
Grill Concepts Inc. 

Sean Dee 
VP and Chief Marketing Officer 
Hard Rock International 

   
Michael Hislop 
Chairman and CEO 
II Fornaio Corp. 

Janice Frye 
VP of Marketing & Design 
Italian Oven Café 

Jim Frye 
Founder and Chairman 
Italian Oven Café 

   
Paul Kramer 
Director of Franchise Development 
Jody Maroni’s Sausage Kingdom 

Rich Leivenberg 
Executive Vice President 
Jody Maroni’s Sausage Kingdom 

Robin Ahearn 
Vice President of Marketing 
Joe’s Crab Shack Holdings Inc. 

   
Boyd Melchor 
Owner 
Kelly’s Tavern 

Julia Robinson 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 

Eddie Sheldrake 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 

   
Michelle Garcia 
General Manager 
King’s Fish House 

Gabriel Caliendo 
Corporate Executive Chef 
Lazy Dog Cafe 

Roshan Mendis 
Director of Operations 
Lazy Dog Café 

   
Chris Radle 
General Manager 
Lazy Dog Café 

Thomas Simms 
CEO 
Lazy Dog Café 

Michael Simms 
Partner 
Lazy Dog Café 

   
Chris Simms 
President 
Lazy Dog Café 

Bob Myers 
Chief Financial Officer 
Macayo Restaurants LLC 

Erin Rechner 
Senior Director of Marketing 
Max & Erma’s 

   
David Chambers 
Vice President of Operations 
Mazzio’s Italian Eatery 

Phil Friedman 
Chairman and CEO 
McAlister’s Corporation 

Manny Hilario 
Chief Financial Officer 
McCormick & Schmick’s  

   
Gregg LeBlanc 
Director of Marketing 
McCormick & Schmick’s 

Todd Blankenship 
Controller 
MCrowd Restaurant Group Inc. 

Keath Hance 
CFO 
MCrowd Restaurant Group Inc. 

   
Clay Dover 
Executive VP, Chief Concept Officer 
Metromedia Restaurant Group 

Lowell Petrie 
Vice President of Marketing 
Mimi’s Café 

Robert Anderson 
President 
Mooyah Burger & Fries 
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Tanya Malch Petrovna 
Chef Executive Officer 
Native Foods Restaurant Group 

Dwayne Chambers 
Vice President of Marketing 
Noodles & Company 

Ross Kamens 
Executive Chef 
Noodles & Company 

   
Stephen Bulgarelli 
VP of Culinary Development 
O’Charley’s Inc. 

Greg Freeze 
Director of Recruiting 
O’Charley’s Inc. 

Paolo Lafata 
Senior Executive Chef, R&D 
Olive Garden 

   
Lane Cardwell 
Board of Directors 
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro 

Ugo Cinatta 
Founding Partner 
Paciugo 

Rhema Hernandez 
Senior Manager, Regional Mktg. 
Panera Bread 

   
Brian Horne 
Director of Marketing 
Pat & Oscar’s 

Ed Wilroy 
Executive Chef & Dir. of Culinary 
Pick Up Stix 

Ashley Rathgeer 
VP Supply Chain 
Pizza Fusion 

   
Sunny Martin 
Marketing Department 
Polly’s Inc. 

Jack Williams 
Director, Purchasing 
Polly’s Pies 

Amber Vasquez 
Marketing 
Polly’s Pies Restaurants 

   
Kenny Lao 
Founder and CEO 
Rickshaw Dumpling Bar 

Tracey Gilbert 
West Coast Recruiter 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 

Michael Branigan 
Vice President of Marketing 
Sizzler USA Inc. 

   
Ken Cole 
President and CEO 
Sizzler USA Inc. 

Madison Jobe 
Vice President of Development 
Stockade Companies 

Brian Dixon 
Vice President of Marketing 
Taco John’s 

   
Kevin Kelly 
COO 
The Cravery 

Brian Khoddam 
CEO 
The Cravery 

Dick Sveum 
VP of Franchise Operations 
The Melting Pot 

   
Andrew Steinberg 
Senior VP of Purch. & Construction 
Villa Enterprises 

Jeff Sinelli 
Founder and President 
Which Wich Inc. 

Steele Platt 
Founder and CEO 
Yard House USA LLC 

   
Chris Bright 
President 
Zpizza 

  

 


